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Accidental Internal Burns in Children

THE ACCIDENTAL MOUTH BURN in children: It once looked fairly simple. But now
we run into the problem of “Easy-Off®,” which is a thick paste which may cause
increased burns. We’ve gotten into newer things even than that. We’ve gotten into

“Liquid-plumr®,”

which has a very high specific density. We've gotten into

“Plunge®.” These things motivate very nicely on a television show. They’ll sink
to the bottom of the trap. Or they’ll also sink to the bottom of the stomach very
quickly. Frank Ritter at Ann Arbor has the greatest experience with this and is
not reluctant to suggest emergency esophagogastrectomy in those cases in which
the gastric pH has become alkaline and the gastric mucosal activity has been de-
stroyed . . . I'm afraid that our worst enemy, if you want to look at the broad pic-
ture, is the Coca-Cola® bottle, from which children have been trained to expect
things that are cold, sweet, delicious. And it’s the parents who have perverted the
Coca-Cola bottle. They use it to store furniture polish and paint remover and lye
solutions or odds and ends of anything . . . and they shouldn’t be surprised when

a toddler gets into something this way.
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